MID-COLUMBIA FOOTBALL

KaiHuel Yau | kysu@trcityharsld.com
Kamiakin quarterback Kylle Robertson does damage on the ground Friday night as Richland’s Hayden Whitby pursues him during Kamiakin's 25-14 win over Richland
at Lampson Stadium in Kennewick. See photo gallery at tricityherald.com.

Braves dig in, down Richland

Kamiakin climbs out of 2-TD hole
in 25-14 MCC victory over Bombers

CRAIG CRARER
HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Kamiakin Braves grew up in a hurry
Friday night,

After watehing star linebacker and running
back Johnny Jansen get hurt and already missing
one of the top wide receivers in the Mid-Columbia
Conference in K Perrins, the Braves found them-
selves in a two-touchdown hole to Richland in the
first quarter.

But rather than give in, Kamiakin eranked up
its offense and rallied for a 2514 victory at
Lampson Stadium.

“To be honest, there was a little fear” said quar-
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back.

Williams returned a tipped pass 27
yards for the game-sealing score in the
fourth quarter.

“A lot of guys were hurt,” Robertson
said. “We finished the game with only
three seniors on the field. We matured.
We grew up real fast tonight. We grew
up quickly.”

Richland jumped on Kamiakin early,
scoring on its first drive as Zach Whitby
scored on a 5-yard draw play. After a
Kamiakin drive stalled, the Bombers
went back to work marching down the
field. They eventually missed a field goal,
but scored after Mason Baird picked off
a Robertson pass and two plays later f
Whitby hit Sheldon Liikala for a 156-yard "J
touchdown and a14-0 lead. q

But it would not last, thanks to players . ,,
stepping up and making plays for
Kamiakin.

Robertson finished 17-of-31 for 220
yards with an interception and two
touchdown passes. Williams had 12
receptions for 172 yards and a score.

Liam Ollila rushed for 85 yards on 14
carries in place of Jansen, helping kill
the clock in the fourth quarter.

Whitby was 19-for-38 for 211 yards
with an interception and a touchdown.
Cameron Simpson rushed for 51 yards,
as the Bombers also got bit by injuries
when starting running back Josh
Phillips went down in the third quarter.
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Kamiakin's Javan Williams races past
25-14 win over Richland at Lampson Stadium in Kennewick. Willams also retumed an interception for a touchdown. See photo gallery

at tricityherald.com.

RECEVING—Richiand, Gbson Mclleorge 475, Haydan Whithy 1-4,
Shaldon Lilkeia 4-29, Smpsan 225, Connar Smith 148, Josh Philips 12,
Cody (Maole 126, March 3-24, Darc Samples 1-13, Derdk Reddon 1-6

terback Kylle Robertson about the mood of the
team after Jansen's injury. “We had a little meet-
ing, decided we had to suck it up

and mature fast.” INSIDE

The Braves (3-0 league, 4-1 Royal downs
overall) did just that. River View in

Robertson and wide receiver gSCAC West
Javan Williams helped Kamiakin  showdown.
go on an 1l-play, 89-yarddriveto |D3
get the Braves offense back on
track and in the game.

Robertson was 4-for-5 for 60 yards and rushed
for 22 more on the drive, eventually hitting
Cameron Rathbun for a 13-yard touchdown pass.

The drive seemed to take the wind out of
Richland, which had been dominating both sides
of the ball.

Alfter a three-and-out, Kamiakinimmediately
marched back down the field, and Robertson
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threaded the needle to hit Williams for a 36-yard
touchdown pass with just 24 seconds remaining
in the first halfto pull within 14-12.

“He's an athletic beast” Robertson said of
Williams. “It's awesome to have him on the team.”

After trading possessions in the third quarter,
Kamiakin took advantage of short field position
and drove 40 yards for another touchdown.

The drive was extended when Williams toed
the sidelines for a 22-yard reception, and it was
capped by a Robertson l-yard run.

Robertson and Williams weren't only showing
off on offense, though.

Robertson was forced into defensive duty
because of the injuries to Jansen and Perrins. He
played a strong game at the safety position, while
Williams was a foree in the second half at defensive
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Richland's Hunter Chambers on Friday en route to a 36-yard touchdown reception in Kamiakin's

lad), 15/
Kamkakir—lavan Willams 36 pass from Robertson (dok falied), 24
Thhird cpuarter
Kamiakin—Raobarzon 1 mm fpass faliad], 340
Fourth quarter
Kamigkin—Wilams 27 nerception retum (Comar Shymanahd kick],

o3
STAIENCS

RUSHING—Richiand, Cameron Smpeon T-51, Josh Philfips 672
Whithy 86 Mason Baird 2-4, Garatt March 1--3. Kamiakin, Liam Ol
M-85, Robartzon T7=18, Johnny fanzan 1-8 Austn Qutiarmee 1= taam }-
=2

PASSING-Richiand, Whithy 13-35-1- 1. Kamiakin, Robartsm 173
=

Kamiakin, Wiltams 124172, Brandon Larsan 220, Im Fowler 1</, Casay
Brandon & Cameron Rathibun 13

FIRST DOWNS-R 16 K 21. RIMBLES-LOST-R 10 K0-0. PENAL-
TES-YARDSR 584, K016

HANFORD 26, SUNNYSIDE 0: Jalen DeVine and
Will Bishop each rushed for two touchdowns
to lead the Falcons over the Grizzlies in a non-
league home game.

DeVine got his TDs on short runs, while
Bishop broke off for scores of 13 and 68 yands.

Hanford's lockdown defense held e R j ‘? 5
Sunnyside’s Eduardo Salmeron to 86 yards R SCORINGPLAYS
on 9-for-27 passing Salmeron also threw H-lalen DeVine 5 nun (ki falled)
three interceptions mﬁ‘aﬂiﬁ?ﬂ?m”

Ramon Hernandez led the Grizzlies on the H-BEhop68nun Bshopkick)

ground with 59 yards on 15 earries.
Falcons coach Rob Oram gave the game

ball to his defense.
“It was a comprehensive team effort on

defense,” Oram said. “T'he D-line was great.
The linebackers were flying around. The DBs

were making plays.”

STHETCS

RUSHING-S, Ramon Hemander 569 Joseph Contreres 15,
Marmus Sancher 3-13, Eduardio Salmaron 13-20, Trey Sad Fiminus 6L H,
OeVine 12-38, Behop 2-81, Malk Siack 58 Austin Tylor 8-88, Zach
Dodscn 2-2. Austn Forsyth 10

PASSING-5, Samaron 5-27-3-85 Sarl 0-1-0-0 H, Forsyth 0-20-0.

RECENINGS, Conwreras 557, Brandon Ddiey -4, Sancher 3-25. H,
1

ARST DOWNG-S T1, H1E FUMBLESA 0ST-S0-0,H 2-1. FENALTIES-
YARDS-S12-107 HNA



