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Playoft picture still fuzzy

All 4 3A teams competing

for postseason; Richland,
Chiawana to decide 4A No. 1

JACK MILLIKIN
HERALD STAFF WRITER

If the first year of the Mid-Columbia
Conference is any indication, foothall
fans in the Tri-Cities are in for some fan-
tastic finishes in the race for the league
championship and the top seed into the

regional playoffs,

we win.”

Heading into the final week of regular
season play, all four 3A teams have a
shot for at least a piece of the league
title, and three — Kamiakin (6-2, 5-1
MCC), Kennewick (5-2-1, 4-2) and
Southridge (5-3, 4-2) — have a chance
for the No. 13A playoff berth.

“As long as we have a chance to con-
trol our own fate, we will keep fighting,”
Suns coach Tony Reiboldt said. “We
don't need help from anyone as long as
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for first place at 5-2.

If that happens, the first tie-
breaker for the No. 1 seed is
head-to-head play. The Suns
beat Kennewick 16-15 back in
Week 3, and then fell to
Kamiakin 20-0 the following
week. If the Lions beat the
Braves on Friday, that would
negate any head-to-head
advantage by any one team,
requiring another tie-breaker.

The next tie-breaker is qual-
ity wins in conference, with a
victory over a first-place team
worth eight points, over a sec-
ond-place team worth seven
points, ete.

However, the most likely sce-
nario would leave the three
teams still tied, requiring a
Kansas-plan playoff, where

teams would play an abbrevi-
ated game to determine the
remaining seeds in question.

“Il it comes down to that,
then we had better be real
comfortable with it, or we will
be bounced out of the playoffs,”
Kamiakin coach Scott Biglin
said.

The Braves are in the driv-
ers seat with a one-game lead
over the other contenders. A
win over Kennewick will solve
all their problems and give
them their third consecutive
league championship.

Even with a loss, Kamiakin
will get the No. 2 seed (if
Hanford beats Southridge) or
face a tichreaker.

Kennewick has perhaps the
busiest week ahead, not only
because the Lions face two-
time defending league champ

Kamiakin, but also for the
potential distractions of Senior
Night and Homecoming week-
end. But if the Lions can beat
the Braves and Hanford tops
Southridge, they will share the
inaugural MCC championship
with Kamiakin and Hanford
and earn the No. 1 playoff seed.

“We are focused on playing a
very good Kamiakin team. All
the other stuff matters not,”
Lions coach Bill Templeton
said.

Hanford dearly wants to not
share in the league title — it
would result in the Falcons los-
ing a tiebreaker for any playoff
spot.

Instead, Hanford needs a
win over Southridge combined
with a Kamiakin win over
Kennewick. That would secure
the No. 2 seed.

The MCC 4A race is a lot
easier to figure, with Richland
and Chiawana locked in to the
two playoff spots. The
Bombers (4-3, 3-3) have the
inside track on the No. 1 seed
based on their 21-14 win over
the Riverhawks (53, 3-3) in
Week 3. That means if
Richland beats visiting Pasco
(0-8, 0-6) on 7 pm. Friday at
Fran Rish, orif Chiawana loses
at Walla Walla (3-5, 1-5), the
Bombers earn the No. 1 seed
intothe 4A regionals.

However, Chiawana can
grab the No. 1 seed with a win
over the Blue Devils and a
Richland loss.

In either case, Walla Walla
will be the No. 3 seed and
Pasco the No. 4.
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